Wearing off, dyskinesia, and the use of continuous drug delivery in Parkinson's disease.
Motor fluctuations (wearing off) and motor complications (dyskinesia) are common features of the long-term treatment of Parkinson's disease (PD). The basis of both is considered to be a reflection of the progression of neuronal degeneration, coupled with the nature of drug treatment used to control motor symptoms. The concept of continuous dopaminergic stimulation has been used to explain both the onset of wearing off and dyskinesia and their avoidance through pharmacologic manipulation. This review focuses on using with the transdermal dopamine agonist, rotigotine, for continuous dopaminergic drug delivery in the treatment of PD.